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direction of leniency, have just been issued by the Govern-
ment. They are as follows : 1. Persons are only to be
compulsorily removed by order of a plague authority to a
health or segregation camp when their house is known to be
infected with plague and when they are unable to satisfy the
plague authority that they will remain under observation in
a sufficiently isolated and convenient place. 2. Voluntary
removal to a health camp or other place of safety should be
encouraged by all means possible. 3. If a plague case can
be suitably treated and isolated in a house of sanitary situa-
tion, free from the danger of spreading infection, the patient
may be allowed to remain, provided that the other occupants
(save the immediate attendants) remove themselves else-
where as above stated.

This week’s mortality is the highest recorded during the
present epidemic-the death-rate is at the high figure
of 142’25 per 1000 per annum-2268 deaths having been
registered. Four Europeans have died from plague.
Relapsing fever is not quite so prevalent.
March 26th.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Biruingh2m Medical Institute. I
THE Medical Institute has never been a plant of vigorous

growth. It has fulfilled in the abstract the indications for
which it was founded in 1874; that is, it has provided a
library and a place of meeting worthy of the profession.
The library now contains more than 12,000 volumes; the

reading-room is well supplied with periodicals and works of
reference; the library hall affords a capital room for the

meetings of societies ; there are a lavatory and smoking-
room, electric light, and most modern conveniences
conducive to comfort. Yet the place does not thrive
with all its advantages. The endowment is .66600, which,
brings in an income of E238 a year, but the necessary annual
expenditure exceeds over ;E490. At present there are only
166 subscribers of one guinea a year out of a large number of
medical men in the town and district around. The report
given at the annual meeting held on March 30th showed that
the year ended with a deficit of .E71 lls. 8d., a sum which
has since been wiped off by the generous contributions of a
few leading members. Some suggestions have been made for
selling the present site, building,a new institute with the
proceeds, and living within the income. It would be a
matter of regret should such a proposal be carried out. The
infusion of some enthusiasm and energy would probably form
a better basis for future progress and save the ignominy of
breaking up the existing institution.

The Athletic Institute.

The annual meeting was held on the evening of March 30th.
The credit balance was stated to be .J;:346 2s. ld. The health
lectures were popular and the cycling teaching had brought
a distinct gain to the funds. The attendance at the classes
was regular and the training had caused the majority of the
members to attain a high standard of excellence. It was

pointed out that the institute was the only one of the kind in
the county outside London which was vested by the Educa-
tion Department with authority to issue certificates of pro-
ficiency in teaching physical exercises in elementary schools
and that it was growing in favour and importance. Open
spaces and playing-grounds had done much to make the
opportunities for recreation and exercise more within reach,
full advantage having been taken of the various sports and
games during the year.

Coroner’s Duties.

During the month of March the city coroner has held
114 inquests. This is not the record number, but many of
the inquiries have been protracted and important. It is
enough to indicate the amount of work done by this official
and to show that the office is one of great responsibility and
involving much hard work,

April llth.

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Rivers Committee and the Local Government Board.

AT the meeting of the Manchester City Council OIl’

April 6th a long discussion took place as to the present
position of the corporation, the Mersey and Irwell Joint
Committee and the Local Government Board in relation to’
the never-ending sewage difficulty. The last-named body
insists on the purchase of land, apparently not caring much,
whether it is fit for the satisfactory treatment of sewage or
not if only there are so many acres to so much population,
and clings to its ancient dictum that irrigation is the proper
way to purify sewage. The standard of purity required
by the Joint Committee is difficult of attainment an&egrave;&THORN;
the land at Davyhulme has been proved unsuitable
for irrigation notwithstanding that in 1888 evidence
was given by Dr. Frankland, Dr. Tidy, Mr. Estcourt, and’
others to prove that it was "loose, porous, and admirably
adapted in every respect for the purpose of sewage 61tra"
tion." Now, on the other hand, it is stated by Sir Bosdin’
Leech, the present chairman of the Rivers Committee, that-
it is unsuitable, that on the surface it became choked, while
below the sand, instead of filtering, became a "quicksand ;.
and, further, the chemicals in the water were damaging to
vegetation. Driven then to tank filtration this also failed to

give a sufficiently pure effluent, so under the advice of Sir
Henry Roscoe experimental filters were put down which
gave satisfactory results but at an extravagant cost. The-
culvert scheme was next brought forward but rejected
by the citizens. Now it is wished to give the biological
system a careful trial on a large scale, but the Local
Government Board blocks the way by insisting practically
that whatever else they do land for irrigation shall be
bought. Very shortly the corporation will be liable-
to a fine of 1.50 a day for not properly treating their-
sewage, so that there are difficulties all round. The dis-
cussion was long, many curious things were said, and if the
truth must be told some who might have known better dis-
played unexpected ignorance. In the end, to the discredit
of the council, members began to leave and there was a.
count out and the meeting was adjourned for a fortnight.
It must be said, however, that such an occurrence is rare
and that the council usually exhibits great patience during:
tedious discussions. The fortnight’s adjournment may be
profitably employed by some in obtaining clearer ideas
and some additional knowledge, for one of the oppo-
nents of the bacterial scheme argued that it must
fail as bacteria must have time for rest which was-

impossible as the flow of sewage is continuous. He
advocated a good system of precipitation as the only
one practicable for a place like Manchester and looked
upon the other plan as "bacterial humbug." But he is-
really unjust to his own intelligence and that of the council
The chemist of the Rivers Committee, Mr. G. J. Fowler,
has prepared a report on the experimental filters at Davy-
hulme which concludes as follows : "While it cannot be
guaranteea tnat under no circumstances wiu a nitrate ae.

obtained which is above the Joint Committee’s numerical
standard, yet with very few exceptions it has been shown
that a filtrate which is incapable of undergoing putrefactive
change can be constantly obtained from the cinder filter.
With increased knowledge of the conditions of successful
filtration of such a tank effluent as is produced in Manchester
it is likely that even more satisfactory results, both as to
quantity filtered and quality of the filtrate obtained, may be
looked for in the future."

Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society.
An interesting ceremony took place at a special meeting

of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society, held
on March 29th, when the Wilde medal was presented to
Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker. In his acknowledgment of "the
great honour which the society had conferred upon him "
Sir Joseph Hooker said that "Manchester held a place
among his earliest botanical reminiscences." He was a
collector of mosses in the first decade of the 80 years that-
had passed over him and was stimulated by a book with
the title 11 Musci Britannici," by Edward Hobson of Man-
chester. He-recalled the names of Nowell and Buxton, two
of the band of working-men botanists who have for


